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Curalina is Aiken-Trained Horse of the Year
BY DEDE BILES
dbiles@aikenstandard.com

List of winners

Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners’
Curalina has come a long way this
year.
6KHZRQKHU¿UVWUDFHLQ0DUFKDQG
then developed rapidly into one of the
country’s top female thoroughbred
runners.
On Thursday, the Aiken Thoroughbred Racing Hall of Fame and Museum announced in a press release that
Curalina is the 2015 Aiken-Trained
Horse of the Year.
“It’s an award that has been received
by some extraordinary racehorses
in the past, and it’s a true feather in
Curalina’s hat to join that esteemed
list,” wrote Eclipse President Aron
Wellman in an email to the Aiken
Standard.
To be eligible for Horse of the Year
during a particular season, an Aiken-

2002 – Congaree
2003 – Wando
2004 – No horse eligible
2005 – Limehouse
2006 – Bob and John
2007 – Country Star
2008 – Midshipman
2009 – Quality Road
2010 – Quality Road
2011 – It’s Tricky
2012 – Alpha
2013 – Palace Malice
2014 – Palace Malice
2015 – Curalina
trained thoroughbred must win at
least one Grade I race or reach the
$1 million mark in career earnings.
Both Curalina and another Aiken-

trained horse, Godolphin Racing’s
:HGGLQJ7RDVWTXDOL¿HG%HFDXVH
they each captured two Grade I races,
their earnings in 2015 were compared
to determine the Horse of the Year
winner, said Lisa Hall, the Hall of
Fame and Museum’s coordinator.
It was close, with Curalina’s
$990,200 barely topping Wedding
Toast’s amount of $988,756.
“We have the upmost respect for
Godolphin’s operation and to beat out
such a phenomenal mare like Wedding Toast is tremendous,” Wellman
wrote. “She was equally as deserving.”
$\HDUROGFKHVWQXW¿OO\&XUDOLQD
won the Grade I Acorn Stakes and
Grade I Coaching Club American
Oaks. In the latter race, she got the
victory when the stewards at Saratoga
5DFH&RXUVHLQ1HZ<RUNGLVTXDOL¿HG
WKH¿UVW¿QLVKHU,¶PD&KDWWHUER[IRU
interference in the stretch.

Curalina’s other 2015 efforts inFOXGHGDUXQQHUXS¿QLVKLQWKH*UDGH
I Beldame Stakes, which Wedding
7RDVWZRQDQGWKLUGSODFH¿QLVKHV
in the Grade I Alabama Stakes and
the Grade I Longines Breeders’ Cup
Distaff.
Wedding Toast was favored in the
Distaff on Oct. 30 at Keeneland in
Kentucky. The 5-year-old mare ran
near the front of the pack early, but
IDGHGWRWKLQWKH¿HOGRI¿OOLHV
and mares.
Mike and Kari Schneider, who live
in Aiken in Three Runs Plantation,
are members of the Eclipse partnership that owns Curalina. They also
were members of the Dogwood Stable
partnership that owned Palace Malice,
SUBMITTED PHOTO BY BARRY BORNSTEIN
who was the Aiken-Trained Horse of
Curalina, shown here at Saratoga
the Year in 2013 and 2014.
Race Course in New York earlier this
“It’s quite an honor to have been
year, is the 2015 Aiken-Trained Horse
Please see CURALINA, Page 2B
of the Year.

Simmons
is traded
by Braves

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL PLAYOFF CAPSULES

BY GREG BEACHAM
Associated Press

STAFF FILE PHOTO BY MIKE ADAMS

Shakur Chislom led Williston-Elko to a victory over Fox Creek during the regular season. The teams meet tonight in the playoffs.

Openers feature some key rematches
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Malik Hightower, WR. Hightower can
go ahead and be penciled in for a touchdown as he has racked up the scores all

ANAHEIM, Calif. — The Atlanta Braves traded Andrelton Simmons to the Los Angeles Angels for Erick Aybar
and top pitching prospects Sean Newcomb and Chris Ellis
on Thursday night.
The Braves also get $2.5 million, while the Angels get
minor league catcher Jose Briceno in a deal headlined
by two quality major league shortstops trading places on
teams with differing needs.
Simmons is arguably the best defensive shortstop in
baseball, winning the Gold Glove in 2013 and 2014. He
was named the Wilson Defensive Player of the Year on
Wednesday, offsetting his mediocre offensive skills with
VSHFWDFXODUZRUNLQWKH¿HOG
Simmons also is under contract through 2020, while Aybar could become a free agent next winter.
“We are extremely excited to acquire an impact shortstop
DQGRQHWKDW¿WVRXUFKDPSLRQVKLSVWDQGDUGV´$QJHOV
general manager Billy Eppler said in a statement. “Andrelton provides us up-the-middle foundation at a premium
position for years to come. To know we have a player with
Andrelton’s talents, drive and competitiveness at such a
young age signed through 2020 is a vital step in adding to
Please see TRADE, Page 2B

Brandt closing in
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Creek’s offense.
Williston-Elko will once again be looking
to get its run game going, and that starts

