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Williston-Elko (7-3)  
at Fox Creek (6-4)

Last time they played

Williston-Elko defeated Fox Creek 50-34 
in the regular season.

Players to watch

Williston-Elko
Shakur Chisolm, RB. Chisolm has 

rushed for 1,539 yards and 21 touchdowns 
on 154 carries this season.

 Keyshawn Ogletree, DB. Ogletree is 
the team leader with four interceptions this 
season, including one against Fox Creek in 
September.

Demarkiis Doe, WR. Doe, a big target 
on the outside, is the team leader in recep-
tions. He also had an interception against 

before opening Region 4-A play.
Fox Creek

Dalton Swires, RB. Swires is the reign-
ing back-to-back Region 1-A Player of the 
Year. Swires tallied 70 yards on 12 carries 
against Williston-Elko earlier this year and 
caught a 27-yard touchdown pass.

Malik Hightower, WR. Hightower can 
go ahead and be penciled in for a touch-
down as he has racked up the scores all 
year. Against Williston-Elko earlier this 
year, Hightower caught seven passes for 167 
yards and two scores.

Bryan Hurt, OL/LB. Hurt has been 
a strong and steady contributor on the of-
fensive line all year. Earlier in the year, the 
team rolled the dice and put him at line-
backer and it has paid off and stabilized that 
position.

Keys to the game

Williston-Elko head coach Derek Young-
blood is looking for better execution on 
the defensive side of the ball against a Fox 

-
ers.

“We just need to play better and not allow 
so many big plays. If we can do that, then 
we’ll have a chance,” he said. “It’s going to 
be a challenge, there’s no doubt about that.”

Pass defense will be key for the Blue  
Devils, who allowed Fox Creek’s Caleb 
Charlton to throw for 336 yards in the 
teams’ Sept. 18 meeting – but also picked 
him off three times. Youngblood pointed out 
that, as nearly three months have elapsed 
since the Blue Devils’ 50-34 win, there are 
some different areas of focus now in Fox 

Creek’s offense. 
Williston-Elko will once again be looking 

to get its run game going, and that starts 
with Chisolm. He torched the Predators for 
300 yards and four touchdowns earlier this 
season, and the Blue Devils had 408 total 
rushing yards and six touchdowns.

“What’s the old cliche? You can’t stop 
him, you’ve got to contain him,” Fox Creek 
head coach Derrick Quinn said of Chisolm. 
“Honestly, I don’t know how we are, and I 
don’t know if we can. He might be unstop-
pable, but we’re going to try our best. We 
know he’s going to get his yards, but we’ve 
got a few wrinkles we’re going to try and 
hope it works out.”

Fox Creek will look to its own playmak-
ers, Swires and Hightower, to lead it.

What this means

A, Division I playoffs, with the winner ad-
vancing to face the winner of Friday’s game 
between Southside Christian and Wagener-
Salley.

Williston-Elko might not be entering 
the postseason as the Region 4-A champi-
ons, but the Blue Devils are coming off a 

Openers feature some key rematches

BY KYLE DAWSON
kdawson@aikenstandard.com

With a pair of exhibitions out West now out of the way, 

begin its regular season much closer to home. Two games 
await this weekend in Greenwood, and they offer big op-

portunities for the Pacers and head coach 
Mike Brandt.

Though they’re not home games – the 
weekend’s action is part of a conference 
challenge at Lander between Peach Belt 
and South Atlantic Conference teams – 
Brandt pointed out it was good to avoid 
a road game right away. The Pacers will 
play Carson-Newman on Friday and 
Lincoln Memorial on Saturday.

“Those will be two good teams in 
our region that possibly could be in the 

NCAA Tournament, so it will be a great test to see how 
we’re matching up against them right away,” Brandt said.

In simplest terms, this weekend is a chance for the Pacers 

Brandt closing in 
on his 500th win
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Curalina, shown here at Saratoga 
Race Course in New York earlier this 
year, is the 2015 Aiken-Trained Horse 
of the Year.

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL PLAYOFF CAPSULES

BY DEDE BILES
dbiles@aikenstandard.com

Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners’ 
Curalina has come a long way this 
year.

then developed rapidly into one of the 
country’s top female thoroughbred 
runners.

On Thursday, the Aiken Thorough-
bred Racing Hall of Fame and Muse-
um announced in a press release that 
Curalina is the 2015 Aiken-Trained 
Horse of the Year.

“It’s an award that has been received 
by some extraordinary racehorses 
in the past, and it’s a true feather in 
Curalina’s hat to join that esteemed 
list,” wrote Eclipse President Aron 
Wellman in an email to the Aiken 
Standard.

To be eligible for Horse of the Year 
during a particular season, an Aiken-

trained thoroughbred must win at 
least one Grade I race or reach the  
$1 million mark in career earnings.

Both Curalina and another Aiken-

trained horse, Godolphin Racing’s 

they each captured two Grade I races, 
their earnings in 2015 were compared 
to determine the Horse of the Year 
winner, said Lisa Hall, the Hall of 
Fame and Museum’s coordinator.

It was close, with Curalina’s 
$990,200 barely topping Wedding 
Toast’s amount of $988,756.

“We have the upmost respect for 
Godolphin’s operation and to beat out 
such a phenomenal mare like Wed-
ding Toast is tremendous,” Wellman 
wrote. “She was equally as deserv-
ing.”

won the Grade I Acorn Stakes and 
Grade I Coaching Club American 
Oaks. In the latter race, she got the 
victory when the stewards at Saratoga 

interference in the stretch.

Curalina’s other 2015 efforts in-

I Beldame Stakes, which Wedding 

in the Grade I Alabama Stakes and 
the Grade I Longines Breeders’ Cup 
Distaff.

Wedding Toast was favored in the 
Distaff on Oct. 30 at Keeneland in 
Kentucky. The 5-year-old mare ran 
near the front of the pack early, but 

and mares.
Mike and Kari Schneider, who live 

in Aiken in Three Runs Plantation, 
are members of the Eclipse partner-
ship that owns Curalina. They also 
were members of the Dogwood Stable 
partnership that owned Palace Malice, 
who was the Aiken-Trained Horse of 
the Year in 2013 and 2014.

“It’s quite an honor to have been 

Curalina is Aiken-Trained Horse of the Year
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Shakur Chislom led Williston-Elko to a victory over Fox Creek during the regular season. The teams meet tonight in the playoffs.

 Please see PLAYOFFS, Page 4B

List of winners
2002 – Congaree
2003 – Wando
2004 – No horse eligible
2005 – Limehouse
2006 – Bob and John
2007 – Country Star
2008 – Midshipman
2009 – Quality Road
2010 – Quality Road
2011 – It’s Tricky
2012 – Alpha
2013 – Palace Malice
2014 – Palace Malice
2015 – Curalina

 Please see CURALINA, Page 2B

BY GREG BEACHAM
Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — The Atlanta Braves traded Andrel-
ton Simmons to the Los Angeles Angels for Erick Aybar 
and top pitching prospects Sean Newcomb and Chris Ellis 
on Thursday night.

The Braves also get $2.5 million, while the Angels get 
minor league catcher Jose Briceno in a deal headlined 
by two quality major league shortstops trading places on 
teams with differing needs.

Simmons is arguably the best defensive shortstop in 
baseball, winning the Gold Glove in 2013 and 2014. He 
was named the Wilson Defensive Player of the Year on 
Wednesday, offsetting his mediocre offensive skills with 

Simmons also is under contract through 2020, while Ay-
bar could become a free agent next winter.

“We are extremely excited to acquire an impact shortstop 

general manager Billy Eppler said in a statement. “Andrel-
ton provides us up-the-middle foundation at a premium 
position for years to come. To know we have a player with 
Andrelton’s talents, drive and competitiveness at such a 
young age signed through 2020 is a vital step in adding to 

Simmons 
is traded 
by Braves

Brandt 
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