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Quality Road was named the Aiken Trained Horse of the Year

Quality Road is
Aiken’s best again
By BEN BAUGH
Correspondent
Spring Hill Farm’s homebred Quality Road becomes the first horse to repeat as the Aiken Trained Horse of the Year.
Quality Road will be honored in a ceremony on March 20, 2011 at 12:30 p.m. at the Aiken Thoroughbred Racing Hall
of Fame and Museum.
There will be memorabilia on display from Quality Road’s racing career, and the public is invited to attend.
A winner of four Grade One races, and seven stakes contests, Quality Road set three track records that saw him win
or place in 12 of 13 career starts. The bay colt was broken and trained in Aiken by Legacy Stable’s Ron Stevens. “I
look at it as a team effort,” said Stevens, who credits his partner Brad Stauffer and their outstanding staff for playing an
important role in Quality Road’s early training. “It’s a privilege to be associated with a horse like Quality Road.”
The Virginia-bred colt broke his maiden in his debut, winning a 6 ½-furlong race at Aqueduct on Nov. 29, 2008, while
being conditioned by Jimmy Jerkens. He picked up right where he left off during his juvenile campaign as a three-yearold with an impressive 4 ¼-length victory in the Grade 2 Fountain of Youth Stakes, and then established a track record
setting performance in the 58th edition of the Grade 1 Florida Derby on March 28, 2009 at Gulfstream Park, completing
the 1 1/8-miles distance in 1:47:72, en route to a 1 ¾-length victory.
The colt’s Triple Crown hopes were derailed when Quality Road developed quarter cracks in his right front and right
hind hooves. He returned to the races during his sophomore campaign, this time in the barn of four-time Eclipse Award
Winning Trainer Todd Pletcher, and his return in the 6 ½-furlong Grade 2 Amsterdam Stakes at Saratoga Race Course
would see him once again set a track record winning the race in a time of 1:13:74.
He wired the field in the Grade 3 Hal’s Hope Stakes at Gulfstream Park on Jan. 3, 2010, and his four-year-old debut
seemed to serve as a harbinger of what was to come. In his next start the 1 1/8-miles Grade 1 Donn Handicap at
Gulfstream Park, Quality Road annihilated the field winning by 12 ¾-lengths and broke his own track record for the
distance, stopping the timer in 1:47:49. He would run the third fastest time ever in the Grade 1 Metropolitan Mile
Handicap at Belmont Park on May 31, 2010, covering the distance in 1:33:11. His other Grade 1 victory came in the
Grade 1 Woodward Stakes Sept. 4, 2010 at Saratoga.
“I’m certainly proud of his accomplishments and it’s very satisfying,” said Stevens.
Quality Road retires with eight wins from 13 lifetime starts, having finished second three times and third once,
amassing $2,232,830 in earnings.
Bred by owner Edward P. Evans, Quality Road is by Elusive Quality, out of the Strawberry Road broodmare Kobla,
a full sister to the 1997 Eclipse Award winning Three-Year-Old Filly Ajina. He entered stud at Lane’s End Farm in
Versailles, Ky., where he will stand his first year in 2011 for $35,000.

